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P11ntller Sports News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920

Oct. 30, 1984
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DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's football Panthers need a victory over
Northern Iowa Saturday to gain a share of the Mid-Continent Conference title.
The EIU blue Panthers host the UNI purple Panthers at 1 p.m. CST (a half hour earlier
than usual) in O'Brien Stadium.
Eastern has a 4-5 record and is 1-1 in the conference.

Northern Iowa is 7-1 and

2-n

in the conference so a victory for the purple Panthers would give them the league title
outright.
Eastern has won or shared four straight MCC titles while UNI has never won sole
possession of first place although has shared the league crown with EIU two of the past
three years.
Besides the importance of the conference race, a win for each team has added significance.

EIU needs a victory to reach .500 and remain alive for a seventh straight winning

season.
Northern Iowa is ranked 19th in NCAA I-AA and would all but cinch a playoff berth as
Coach Darrell Mudra's team closes with two home games

again~t

Division II clubs.

A loss

for Northern Iowa would considerably dampen its chance since the purple Panthers would then
be only 3-2 against I-AA teams.

* * * * * * GAME NOTES * * * * * *
THE GAME:
RADIO:

Eastern Illinois University (4-5) hosts Northern Iowa (7-1), 1:00 CST, Saturday,
Nov. 3, O'Brien Stadium, Charleston.

All the action can be heard on 50,000 watt WLBH-FM Mattoon, 97 on the dial, beginning
with the Al Molde pre-game show at 12:45 . • . Ken Wooddell calls play-by-play with
Doug Bock providing commentary.

SERIES STANDING:

LAST YEAR:

Northern Iowa leads the series, 4-3-1, as the two teams have virtually
traded wins since the series started in 1975 • • • UNI won in '75 and '7f>
and neither team has been able to win two straight since.

Gary Bridges, now graduated, earned league defensive 'plaver of the week' honors
as he blocked two field goal attempts in leading the shutout effort . . • it was
a pure defensive struggle as UNI h~d only 16 yards rushing and 119 total offense
· • • Henry Castellanos kicked field goals of 30 and 32 yards and Kevin Staple,
who rushed for 51, ~an for a five yard score.

J FOOTBALL
ADD 1

COACHES RECORD:

EIU's Al Molde, in his second season, is 4-5 this fall, 13-R overall at
Eastern and 88-50-6 (63.1%) in his 14th season . . . he's had ten winning
seasons and four NCAA playoff teams as head coach at Central Missouri,
Minn-Morris and Sioux Falls . . . he's 1-0 vs. Northern Iowa.
UNI's Darrell Mudra, in his second season at UNI, is 13-6 there, and
170-71-3 overall in 23 years of collegiate coaching . . . he formerly
coached EIU to the 1978 NCAA II national title, 1980 runner-up and 1982
NCAA I-AA quarterfinals . . . altogether he has had eight teams in some
type of bowl game.

UNI FACTS:

The purple Panthers are currently 7-1 and ranked No. 19 in NCAA I-AA . . . wins
in their final three games would set a school record for most season victories
as three times they have won nine games . . . the purple Panthers are ranked
6th in the nation against the rush allowing just 85 yards a game and 7th in overall defense giving up just 247 . • . linebacker Mark Farley is the best defender
based on a UNI defensive point system as he has 53 tackles and four interceptions
. • • cornerback Joe Fuller and nose guard Joe O'Brien each earned some type of
all-league recognition last season . . . all-league QB Larry Miller directs an
offense that is averaging 33 points a game, good enough to rank 6th in scoring
. . . HB Steve Harris, who twice has been chosen the MCC offensive 'player of
the week', is averaging 83 yards a game and had his third ron yard day of the
season with 133 in last week's 44-24 win over Northern Michigan . . . the purple
Panthers lone loss was 40-10 to Southern Illinois • . . UNI has beaten conference
opponents Western Illinois, 30-17, and Southwest Missouri, 24-10.

MCC HONORS PAYTON:

MORE ON PAYTON:

COV'S RECORD:

QB Sean Payton (Naperville-Central) was picked the Mid-Continent Conference offensive 'player of the week' for his performance against
Southwest Missouri . . • Payton completed 33-48-3 for 486 yards and 3
TDs . . . he set school and league records for most completions in a
game (33), most passing yards (486), most total offense (4Q8), most
season yardage (2970) and most season total offense (2831) . . . Payton
now needs just nine passes to set a single season record for most completions
this fall he has completed 214-379-14 for 2Q70 yards and
20 TDs.

Payton is second
. he is 19th
the country, and
has led EIU to a

in the nation in total offense with 314.5 vards per game
in passing efficiency however his 2970 yards is No. 2 in
his 20 TD passes is tied for third most
. . overall he
353 yards per game average which is No. 3 in team stats.

Linebacker Tyrone Covington (Chicago-Morgan Park) set a school record for
season total tackles . . . he had 18 against Southwest Missouri to boost his
total to a record 141 . . • he has been over ten tackles in all nine games
this fall, and also has recovered five fumbles which is just one short of
tying Ortega Jackson's school mark . . . Covington also has 313 career tackles
but is not likely to catch Bill Mines career total 367 (1979-82).

WRIGHT/BANKS UPDATE:

EIU's two main receivers, Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins) and Roy Banks
(Detroit, MI-King) each could set significant school marks this Saturday . . • Wright has caught 65 passes this fall and needs .iust three
to top Rob Mehalic's season mark of 67 (1981) . . . Banks has 072
yards, just nine shy of James Warring's 980 season record (1978) .
Banks also has scored 13 TDs this fall, three away from the school
record 16 by Poke Cobb (1978) and Scott McGhee (1980).
-more-
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SACK TIME:

While the Panthers have been astoundingly successful with the passing game
they've also paid the price in regard to QB sacks . • . EIU quarterbacks have
been dropped 44 times while EIU defenders have reached opposing signal callers
only 23 times . . . in the last four games Payton has been sacked 23 times
while EIU has recorded just six.

MID-CONTINENT STANDINGS:
MCC W-L
Northern Iowa
Western Illinois
Southwest Missouri
Eastern Illinois
OPPONENTS THIS WEEK:

2-0-0
0-2-1
1-1-1
1-1-0

POINTS

54-27
43-44
52-65
42-29

OVERALL W-L

7-1-()
5-2-1
5-2-1
4-5-0

POINTS

267-132
211-155
185-14fi
249-222

Grand Valley (0-8) hosts Northwood Institute
Indiana State (8-0) hosts Central Florida
Northeast Missouri (2-6) hosts Northwest Missouri
Toledo (5-1-1) hosts Western Michigan
Ferris State (2-6) at Hillsdale
Illinois State (4-4) hosts Tulsa
Southern Illinois (3-6) at Drake
Western Illinois (5-2-1) at Northern Michigan
Southwest Missouri (5-2-1) hosts Southweastern Louisiana
Western Kentucky (2-6) hosts Middle Tennessee

MOLDE ON EIU:

"It was a heartbreaking loss at Southwest Missouri but it's over and done and
time to get back to business • • • that's the one nice thing . . . there isn't
much time to get too high or too low after a win or loss, and that's especially true this week as we have a big game here Saturday with Northern Iowa . . .
a chance to share the conference title and get back to the .500 mark . . . we
need to have sharp, crisp practices similar to the ones during the week before
the Western game . . • I'm proud of the way our plavers kept coming back last
week at Southwest • • . we moved the ball consistently as evidenced by the
fact we only punted one time • . . but we can't be satisfied with merelv
moving the ball because we need to get it into the endzone and take advantage
of the scoring opportunities we get from field position or turnovers."

MOLDE ON UNI:

"Northern Iowa is having one of its best seasons ever and I would think thev
believe we're probably the only team between them and a plavoff berth so thev
have a tremendous incentive coming in here . . . even though Darrell (Mudra)
is known for passing, Northern's defense is every bit as strong as the offense
other than the Southern (Illinois) game, which got away from them in the last
quarter, their defense has held people in check • . . and (Larry ) Miller is
a heady quarterback with plenty of experience."

EIU TWO DEEP:
TE
LT
LG
C
RG
RT
SE
QB
HB
FL
SB

OFFENSE

21 Calvin Pierce (6-1, 200, Sr.)
75 Del Pittman ** (6-3, 275, Jr.)
66 Bob Benning (6-0, 235, So.)
55 Tim Wyatt (6-0, 235, So.)
79 Mike Kuhn *** (6-2, 245, Sr.)
62 Steve Bonnes (6-3, 245, So.)
9 Jerry Wright ** (5-11, 175, Sr.)
18 Sean Payton (6-0, 185, So.)
20 DuWayne Pitts (5-9, 170, Fr.)
2 Roy Banks (5-10, 180, So.)
81 Jim Schmidt** (5-10, 170. ~ .... )
-more-

86
72
69
65
69
56
24
10
31

Charlie Vinson (6-0, 705, So.)
Mark Petersen (6-3, 235, Fr.)
Jim Miteff (6-0, 215, Fr.)
Mike Hurley (6-0, 235, Jr.)
Jim Miteff (6-0, 215, Fr.)
Barry Wolfe * (fi-2, 250, Jr.)
Kevin Hunter (5-9, 1fi0, Fr.)
John Rafferty * (6-2, 190, So.)
Jeff Shephard (5-7, 200, Fr.)
1
• 5 Jeff Mus gray * (5-9, 170, So.)
15 Scott Sanderson (6-2, 205, So.)
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DEFENSE
LT
NG
RT
SSB
ILB
ILB
WSB
LCB
RCB
SS
FS

85
95
77
57
33
40
48
26
14
42
4

Tom Moskal ** (6-2, 250, Jr.)
Dave Lewandowski (6-3, 260, Fr.)
Randy Harms * (6-2, 235, Sr.)
Will Smith (6-2, 200, Jr.)
Tyrone Covington ** (5-10, 210, Sr.)
Derick Wilhelms (6-1, 210, Fr.)
Ed Nailon (5-11, 190, Jr.)
Jerry Jackson (5-9, 180, Jr.)
Brian Newby (6-0, 185, Jr.)
Bob Bronaugh (5-10, 195, So.)
Reggie Drew ** (6-1, 180, Sr.)

70
71
93
44
50
50
58
5
5
23

Derold Walls (6-4, 240, Jr.)
Dean Magro * (6-0, 235, So.)
Carl Parker (5-10, 225, Fr.)
Al Jennings ** (5-11, 1QO, Sr.)
Rob DeVita (6-1, 210, So.)
Rob DeVita (6-1, 210, So.)
Chris Nelson (6-1, 200, Fr.)
James Boyd (5-11, 165, Jr.)
James Boyd (5-11, 165, Jr.)
Barry Gravenhorst (5-9, 170, Fr.)
6 Eric Landstrom (5-11, 170, Fr.)

PUNT RETURNS: 9 Jerry Wright, 23 Barry Gravenhorst
KO RETURNS: 23 Barry Gravenhorst, 6 Eric Landstrom
PUNTER: 41 Evan Arapostathis (5-9, 160, Jr.), 46 Brian Necessary (5-11, 1QO, Fr.)
KICKOFF: 41 Evan Arapostathis
PAT, FIELD GOALS: 1 Steve Berryman (5-11, 145, Jr.)
HOLDER: 81 Jim Schmidt, 15 Scott Sanderson
LONG SNAPPER: 55 Tim Wyatt, 56 Barry Wolfe

-30-

